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DARLENE RICCO IS ANCOR DSP OF 2009

Awards program honors those who support people with disabilities

SAN FRANCISCO – The American Network of Community Options and Resources (ANCOR) today honored Darlene Ricco of Dungarvin Nevada, LLC in Carson City as the 2009 Direct Support Professional of the Year.  The Direct Support Professionals Recognition Award program was started by ANCOR in 2007 to acknowledge the humanitarianism of the direct support professionals (DSP) who persevere to ensure community inclusion and full participation in the community for hundreds of thousands of Americans with intellectual, developmental and other disabilities. Ricco was named the national winner over 259 other nominees. Thirty-nine additional DSPs received awards as best of the best in their respective states. In addition, a posthumous award was given to Pansy Wilson, Salem Villages MRDD, Inc. in Gainesville, Florida, for her amazing courage, strength and unswerving dedication.   

One special award was also bestowed during this year’s ceremony. In recognition of their initiative and vision, 14 DSPs received a special tribute for creating the Direct Support Professionals Alliance of New York State.  Receiving the ANCOR Advocacy Award were Amy Sheak, Barbara del Ventura, Darrell Griffin, Elizabeth Armstrong, Lysa Hitchens, Ellington Crowe, JaQuuad Hemingway, Joseph McCrea, Michael Tuggey, Sean Delaney, Theresa Laws, Peaches Conquest, Cynthia Wallace and Wil Parker.   

“The selection process was very difficult this year as there were so many inspiring, compelling and deserving nominees.  I am so very proud that ANCOR recognizes and honors the incredible work done by these professionals,” said Renee Pietrangelo, ANCOR CEO.

The 2009 Direct Support Professional of the Year Award was presented to Ricco by ANCOR President Peter Kowalski.  “Darlene Ricco represents the best in America.  Her direct support work stands out as a model for others.  Making a difference is her way of life.  She is a consummate DSP,” said Kowalski.

ANCOR also recognized 39 individual State Direct Support Professional of the Year winners:  These winners showed a commitment to helping people with disabilities improve their independence, self-determination, and integration into the larger community. Vignettes showcasing their individual stories will be posted at www.youneedtoknowme.org.

2009 State Direct Support Professional Award Winners

Alabama:  
Amaryllis Kelley, Dungarvin Alabama, LLC, Birmingham

Arizona:   
Dwight “Tony Gomez, RISE Services, Inc., Mesa

Arkansas:
Jeff Nelms, Bost, Inc., Fort Smith 


California:  
Amanda Gracy, The Marin Coalition & Lifehouse, San Rafael

Colorado:
Kyle Sanchez, Imagine!, Lafayette

Connecticut:
Jim Eccelston, Mosaic, Cromwell

Delaware:  
Harriet Adu-Gyamfi, Mosaic, Newark

Florida: 
Andrea Woodruff, Salem Villages MRDD, Inc., Gainesville

Georgia:  
Steve Harris, EnAble Georgia, Inc., Roswell

Iowa: 

Jennifer Miller, ResCare/Victorian Acres Premier, Altoona

Illinois: 
Sally Thomson, Marcfirst, Norman

Indiana:
Lindsey Gray, Normal Life Sheridan, Sheridan

Kansas:
Michelle Dodge, TECH, Inc., Hutchinson

Kentucky:  
Michael Zeh, CAKY Bowling Green, Bowling Green 

Louisiana: 
Carron Jackson, ResCare, Lake Charles

Maine: 
Betty Goody, KFI, Millinocket  

Massachusetts:  Cecilia Norman, WCI, Waltham

Minnesota: (2)
Angela Breckel, CCRI, Inc. Moorhead



Aaron Oden, Dakota Communities, Egan

Missouri:  
Ann Slay, St. Louis ARC, St. Louis

Nebraska:
Janna Harsh, Community alternatives, Lincoln 

New Hampshire:  Tammy Hodge, Moore Center Services, Inc., Manchester

New Jersey:
Sylvanus Pratt, Dungarvin New Jersey, Inc., Piscataway  

New Mexico: 
Ruth Retamales, Dungarvin New Mexico, LLC, Albuquerque

New York:
Ellington Crowe, new Hope Community, Loch Sheldrake

North Carolina: Elaine Funchess, Forest Ridge, Hickory

North Dakota:
Fatima Scherr, REM North Dakota, Grand Forks

Ohio: 

Jeffrey Blevins, Dungarvin Ohio, LLC, Columbus

Oklahoma: 
Terrie Malone, Bios, Sapulpa

Oregon: 
Sharon Sweaney, Spruce Villa, Inc., Salem

Pennsylvania:
Beatrice Cooper, SPIN, Inc. Philadelphia

South Carolina: Patricia Bowman, RCHC Greenville, Greenville

South Dakota:  Faye Miller, Ability Building Services, Yankton

Tennessee:
Tracy Williams, Volunteers of America, Murfreesboro

Texas: 

Julio Sanchez, ABS, San Antonio

Utah:  

Kassie Baker, RISE Services, Inc., Orem 

Virginia:  
Phyllis Owens, Eggleston Services, Inc., Norfolk 

West Virginia:  Sherry French, ResCare – Princeton, Princeton 

Wyoming: 
Charles Clarke, Community Entry Services, Riverton 

ANCOR is committed to passage of  HR 868, The Direct Support Professionals’ Fairness and Security Act of 2009.  This federal legislation would increase Medicaid funding for support and services for people with disabilities specific to increase wages for community-based DSPs.  People with disabilities would benefit through stabilization of this high turnover workforce.  Direct support services are funded through Medicaid reimbursements; reimbursement rates are set by state governments..

About ANCOR

The American Network of Community Options and Resources is the premier national association representing more than 850 private providers of community living and employment supports and services to more than 385,000 individuals with disabilities.  As a nonprofit organization, ANCOR successfully addresses the needs and interests of private providers before Congress and federal agencies, continually advocating for the crucial role private providers play in enhancing and supporting the lives of people with disabilities and their families. The ANCOR National Advocacy Campaign was established to provide a focus on this critical workforce issue. For more information about the DSP workforce shortage visit www.youneedtoknowme.org. 
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