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ANCOR’s H.R. 1279 Gets Boost in House Hearing

Washington, D.C., January 17, 2008 – Yesterday, in its first meeting of the New Year, the U.S.  House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health examined Medicaid coverage for people with disabilities. Testimony concentrated on the role of Medicaid in helping Americans with disabilities havebetter access community care and the supports they need. 

Comments offered by Committee leadership signaled support toward the intent of ANCOR-initiated legislation H.R. 1279 (The Direct Support Professionals Fairness and Security Act). 

Chairmen John D. Dingell (D-MI) and Frank Pallone (D-NJ) made a point of emphasizing the need to provide access to services in the community. “One of the challenges we face is how to improve access to community services instead of making nursing homes and institutions the first options for care,” said Rep. Dingell, chairman of the Committee on Energy and Commerce. “We know that those who receive community-based services have an improved quality of life, and are better able to be near family and friends.”

Testimony was offered by several witnesses, including Ralph Gronefeld, president and CEO of ResCare, an ANCOR member agency. Along with requesting the Committee members to support H.R. 1279, Gronefeld stated, “High turnover rates, low wages, shortage of available workers and increased demand are pervasive problems for families, individuals receiving services and the people who provide those services.”

“This is a tremendous moral victory,” said Renee Pietrangelo, CEO of ANCOR. “Members of the Committee are discussing our bill, H.R. 1279, in the context of the critical role Medicaid plays in the lives of Americans with disabilities. This is a result of the grassroots support our providers, direct support professionals and families have shown on the workforce wage issue.”

ANCOR continues with its work to add co-sponsors to H.R. 1279 and to secure a hearing on this vital legislation.  

Let’s keep the momentum going. If you haven’t already done so, click here to contact your Congressional representative today and ask them to support H.R. 1279.

For a list of current H.R. 1279 co-sponsors, click here. 

Now is the time to act!
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